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CommutingFrom Room f

Frascati to
Rome

LENTY of Review readers are

familiar with the joys and sgor-

rows connected with commuting

in these parts. But perhaps few
have done any commuting in and out of
Rome. Noryval Richardson, secretary of
the American Embassy in the Italian
capital, paints an interesting and lively
pieture in the January “Seribners.” “To
the American mind,"” he writes,

“eommuting suggests at once a mad dash
from the broskfast table, at which, with
one eve alw an the eloék, one has had

time only to seald one's lips on the boiling

coaffee, east u ficeting glance of longing at

other good things, and run to catell the
d:15 or the Italian commuting Is
conducted in guite a different manner, To

. an luabian isenever in o hurey—
hapnens to

ful quality unle=s cne

have a business engngement. with nim; see-
gons nf ow simple

s awhi usuaily strolls

the pearest cafe) lastlyy

an carly riser by nuture, and during
5 gots up with the dawn

he has earned a right

tu the oo vwhich eyvery Italinn takes
daring the heat of the duy,
Refuge for
The Romans
| i g of the war few
; | ta go far away from
Viorna, bot when the prrehing siroeco. be-
i ter biow stealzht across f Mediter-
Anenn, earreis Jiudgs of red
gand from the 1 aone changs
ir hegpmes sonti Tat-
. only seventecn
' dtunted LOO0 feecs
b sen devel, the air is Bbsh anld eool
nit the heat of Roman mydsummoer days.
5 ! tl has
urn" foy
le,  The
s halding
in rendineéss to beleallid nt any
to the Quivinal eor the “Vatican,
d BEn h backios o live n
WIle edntin titting for the sol-
unites th ¥ tieesy and old

tricsan Fin ne the Aldohrin-

i Luneelotts, the Torloniag have

(PRI beautiiul i s bhe satest
nd mi comfortable solution of wihere ta

puss |t ST e Indaed, guiet  little
Fraseati, asleep on the western slope of
$he Alban IT015s, has suddenly buedme guite
casmapelitan,  Fop the women the daya
pass in idlences in the fragrant and his-

torieal gardens open to the public; but the
men L

mist attend to their various occupntions
in Rome, This meana that all throueh the
long summer months they commute buck

gvien in the land of “dolee far nicnte

sind forth feom the Eternal City to the
Alhnn Hills, There nre Lwp wivs of sting
inte town—one by train and the other hy
trarn The tram is more: popular with the

communtor, as it is both cheapér and cooler.

It is not at an ordinary stredtour, but a
great two i a¥air which Has managed
to invest it h something of Roman

dignity,

first morning that T joined the

of wo uters [ xushed, full of
Ameriean en down  to  the 1little
plazen, from. which the tram starts, It
was dge to leav t 8 o'clock, and, thourh
it was only fifteen minutes before that
hour. no tram wis yet in sight. A group

of fellow

tahles o

muters was

seated at little
ly sipping thelr

co

black ¢ a pumber of women and chil-
dren t rgee Llack owes, carrwing odd
looking bundles tied up in newspaper, were
aitti on bhenches under the trees near

the tram station. They looked as if they
had sat there peacefully for hours and
would continue to do so all day, even if
the tram failed to appear. In the middie
of the piszza a hundred or more harvesters,
broad sashed, goldén and museular, leaned
on theéir seythes waiting for the padrona
to arrive and hire them that day in the
fealds; a proeession of wine-carts bound
for Rome rattled slowly across the square,
their brilllant eolors—red, hlue, vellow—
making the sun seem pale in comparison;
ihe bells om the horses rang merrily, the
plumes and gay tassuls of their harnesses
Ewayed jauntily, and a lupetto—a tiny
wolf-dog—perched upon the wine kegs,
barked fiergnly st every passerhy, protect-
ing the interests of his master, who was
tlrendy ep under the gandy sun hood
which Michael Angelo designed five hun-
dred yeurs ago. There were no signs any-
where of tense merves—not a commuter
even so much as Jooked at him watch,

True Democracy
Ruleth

“At Iast the tram arrived and instantly
the square became animanted, Every one
prefera the places on the upper deck —
‘Pimperiale'—and as those places are lim-
ited a mad scramble ensued. Diplomatic
precedence goes to the wall in the rush up
the narrow, winding stairs, A bersagliore
in his plumed hat jostles a Romun prince;
an alert vender of frult squeezes his basket
past the rotund figure of a mongignore; o
contadina, her hoead covered in a hright
hendkerchief, pushes her way, regardless
of every one, greatly humpered in hor prog-
rega by a flask of red wine she carries un-
der one arm and a sack under the other
from which issues 6 plaintive protest from
inviaible chickenn—gifts she is taking to

Wity relatives. A large Roman matron, in-
cumbered with a valise, almoyt ntups up the
passage in her panting efforts to be the first
one up the steps. At last every one is set-
tled, though not seated. The prince, the mon-
signore, and the diplomato are installed on
the red plush cushions of the first class
compartment below, an befits their dignity;
the rest are stowed away on the wooden
benches of the recond class. Now an
avalanche of newsboys appears, and ¢very
one is instantly hanging out of the windew
buying the morning edition of ‘Il Mes-
sagigero,” This Nutter over, the conduttrice
a pretty young woman in u long gray linen
duster and faunty cap, finally tears herself

T'he queslion of playgrounds is perennial and unsolved. What is New York, the world’s biggest cily, going to do with her vast child population?® It
ts ueknowledged thal play is an essenlial, just as business is an esseniial.  Yel the streel is still the only playground for thousands and thousands of aclive,
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growing youngsters. “World Oullook” publishes this striking picture of condilions as they persist in {919—despile all eifors thus far.
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hind, For a while the tram runs along o I but luss profane. The one word wlilel T | o one interferes and aull lston with  the con | strodis over toon bench benssth the shildy
shdy roud on the side of the Alban HiMs | cateh is ‘trofioy. Evidently this important | solemn eyes.  Fimally the Roman looks avith suspleion | trees buside: (he Biths of Dicoletian”
bordered an either side by slopes whieh | mechuniom has stipped. Every one de- | T i up & bit, mukos voom for | Uhe Roman medean l = — ==
are tereaced and covered with silver olive  seands to the ground  and watches with seatinga, d the battle subsides. | it a few' punches, t
proves. Then, quite suddenly, the tram  keen interest the futile offorts of the con- | The eqnduttrice now puls her can on ska' to have it opened. T
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same praceful, strong earriage which must
have ecome straight down te him from the
diys of the Empire. 1T he were only wear-
ing his cireulur winter eape thrown about
his shoulders in the very folds of a toga
thoe resemblance would be complete. The
Roman matron next to him!—I have seen
her very likeness in one of the busts at the
Capitoline Museum, And the young girl
near the door! does she not suppest in
every feature and pose one of the Vestal
Virgina? Yet how easily they ull seam
to take to this modern eommuting! A
sudden thought strikee me, Is commuting,
after all, a modern occupation? Was it
begun only for the benefit of the inhabi-
tants of Long Island and New Jersey? My
mind wanders over the past until, with a
Jerk, it stops twenty centurics back. How
absurd! Of course, I know how; and here
I have been patronizing these modern Ro-
muans for tauking eo casily to commuting!
They devised it themselves—when Cicero
openced his summer school at Tusculum on
the hill above Frascatl, Did not all the
stutdiously inclined young Romans commute
back and forth as their descendants ere
doing to-day? Indecd, over this wery road
where the tram {8 now muaking its noisy
progress, litters were borne. It only takes
a little imagination to visualize the scene,
Jugt thore, on the elimbing Via Tuscolana,
wou may see, if you look intently, a gor-
geous Litter, borne with a swaying, sooth-
ing  motion by dark-skinned Ethiopian
slaves. Their bure feet speed allently over
the smooth Iava stones. Inside reelines a
handsome Roman patrieisn—perhaps it is
Petroniug on the way to his Alban willa,
e i8 reclining on cushions covered with
strange s&llkys from the Orient, the skina of
wild animuls eover his sandalled feet, and
in his lonyg, tapering fingers is held a roll
of parchment. Mark the striking resem-
blanee to the Roman prince sitting next to
you In the tram.

“Roman emperors also commuted from
their villas in the Campagna to their pal-
nees in the Forum, with slaves to fan with
joewelled plumes their roynl brows, The
business man, being in more haste to reach
the city, probubly preferred to do hls com-
muting in a charloy drawn by four horses

n sort of forerunner of the ‘'business
man's specinl,’ without, however, the mod-

-

P RESIDENT WILSON is visiting

the fields where German autocracy
was finally overthrown: the vast trench-
searred plains of Northern France,
where the fiercest fighting in the world's
history took place.

—Irom L'lllustration, Paris

He is seeing with his own eyes the
horror of devastation left in the wake of
the Hun monster— districts once hum-
ming with industry or smiling with agri-
cultural promise and yield,

These visits are being so timed, it is an-

nounced, as not to interfere with the sit-
tings of the conference at the Quai
d’Orsay. The President journeys, so far
as may be possible, by train.  But he
depends also upon avmy motor ears for
the mare intimute inspection of tervain
and ruin.

|
|

|

of enevey and vast and noble talent that
neither construct nor guide; memories

{ & pagt that do not inspire them; vis-
ions of a Ffuture that do not set them
in motion.”

Novertheless, the writer finds that
“There exists here the fundamental ele-
ments of great peaples; a language that
unites and mingles them; an ethnic op-
imin that is almost identical; a future
that ofers exalted glories through com-
mon effort,” He finds that:

"There exist other forces and factors still
thet are more readily transluted inte pos-
itive facts. There is already being formed
here & middle class, conscious of its right
to liberty and of itscivil prerogatives, [deas
of true liberalism are fow being dissem-
Inated, and the working
of the republies demand
stitutions and procedurcs,
great pride  besed

classes of many
well defined in-
No longer is our

merely  upon  bygone

gluries and subtle idealismis, and both the

individual sill and the collestiva conscience
#eek the exercise of productive work and
tungible merit. We cateh a glimpse of
something like o wirile movement. From
this =pirit of enterprise, this initiative that
is  Being  developed, will spring
system, formulas, The edueated
lean toward tha development of agriculture,
as yesterday they inelined to the cultivation
of the finé arts. The &ircetors of policy
will seck victories in the true realization
of bencficent deeds und methods, a5 yes-
terday they found them :n ithe unconscious
subjection of the weak classes,
will be brought together to form maohile and
setive capital, as yesterday they were buried
beneath  my
of uaknown rive

5. The youth that hesi-
tates to-day and te-day yields t

o the drag
of an enervating

surrounding medium will
be able to-morrow to initiate and to win
success in the field of an organized and
triumphant patria, [dle landa will become
fertilo estates. Those who crouch to-day
will stand erect to-morrow, With the \-i'.n;l
impulse of the Latin American and the
stimulus of this opoeh of such productive-
ness, we shall learn how to destroy hurtful
influences, how to exploit our lands and
use our riches, to form renerations of saolid,
netive nnd enterprising men, to spread the
idea of an extensive and formidable patria.”

order, |
classes
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dous trees wpon the banks |

Our Hearts and
the Russian

Children

HE question of Russia is 80 vast
; and complex that most of yg just
admit ourselves appalled and
await developments. Byt therg
are, as a matter of fact, many specig)
phases which merit concentrated altep.
tion pending the settlement of the great
central issues. For one thing, there re
the little children of Russia, whiose o,
in muany instances, is about as hard gz«
one can well conceive. A ghort artiele
in “The Touchstone Magazine” deals
with this subject thus:
YA commitice for the relief of Russlap
refugees In Russia was organized (n Bog
ton 1916,

Red Cross in the group o

in

Recvgnized by the Ameriean

fip

! organiza
ttored the
Ependency,

tions before the United Statos

war, It still continues
“It was formed o the per
sonal eppeal brought to America by Mr

In response t
Thomas Whittemore from his own exper
ence among the Russian refugees driven
from their homes in thé horrors of fight
with ths retreating Russian armies before
the German advance InWest Russia 1 1915
With Mr. Whittemore in the early months

of the retrent among the starving and dying

on the npitilesa roads, later in erowded
typhus-strivken barracks, and stil] later in
the dzbas of romote villaged, American

friends of Rusesia have found the way of
rulief,

“Until the tevolution of Murch, 1817, Mr

Whittemore was associated with
Relief (

Grand Duchess Tatiana Nicholalovng,

the Imper!
the
Al
the downfall of the monsrchy the ecinmittons
continuid
| ‘the

al Gavernment ammitive of

its work uniler the suspiees of

l

Minigtry of the laverior of the Emuor

gency Government.  Following the collipys

| of the Governmunt the tor
| mitter, plec enly to non-pariisen ser
|

| wice, whrked fn 't Bolshey

réprime.
Three Trips Home
For Supplies

“Throughout tho
1 lust

oelitical chunges of the
LW yedrs, 3
hiss bee

tines

Russia

Thres

America
he

Lor, meney uiil iy

returnvd to Russin last auty

with him surgica)

instramests, naud |

and shues. In Japen, on bls wi

fe stepped to buy drugs and lospitg

Plics und to gavhir up the ehildren's ¢

which during the privious sumuier

been made by the asuxilinry commitice

Japanose, American and Enghish

Ve
“An embargg had at thut time been
placed by the Allies upon all goods dbatined
for Russia, but it was lilted for Mr. Whitt
mora and he erossvd with sixty cnses of
lugpage into Siberia
| “Midway on thce joorney the lipaness
[ and American embassies prssed him going
i[ east, and for a moment it scemed if he
must pbandon the undertnking, but he con-

tinued, and at Vologda found the Ansricsn
Ami Russin.

spdor still in

“During last winter and spring, basides
maintasining a hospital in Sa-
mara, Mr, devoted himself
echiefly to feeding and elothing children,

Hundreds of ‘round' orphans, as the Rue-

maternity
Whittemore

]

er father

I siang call children who have g
nor mother and who do not even know their

family name, were fod, clothed and shod.

Assistonce waa given to support o day

nurgery for children in Moscow whose
futhers and mothers, suddenly rendered pen-
niless: by the revolution, were oblized to

g0 out to work, f

Money way given for =oup
kitehens and in some cases to the very ageil.

“Mr. Whittemore's work was

in Mozcow, whers he WAS A5E
courage,

by
tact and wunderstanding of Mn
Francis, the American Ambuse: tor, and by
the late Mr. Madden Summers, the Consul

General,

An Intervention of
Protected Relief

“Several hundred children, Hussians,
Jews, Letts, Lithusninns, Polesx sre now
alive, it is deelared by Russinns, us s ro-
sult of this cars, Througli the changing
political fortuncs of the country, thia com-
mittee, beesuse it has been ussocisted of-
clusively with Russians who huve in one
way or

B

another sueces

led in coptinuing
their relief, has not fullen vistim to the
| disorganization of the American Rod Cross

| in Russia, Many groups of wrotched, half-
fed, seurvy-tortured chibdren were suocess-
fully evacuated from Moscow during the
8pring to houses of the nobility in the
tountry. Not only were these hpuses, that
were in imminent danger of being destroyed
by the viplent Pessants, prote by \he
presence of the ehildren, but : places
thie children actually softened the disposic
tion of the peasant toward the proprictor
Ajded by the ehildren themselves, the Hus
| swn matrons and diregtors of these homes
[ “have vlanted potatoes and calbages for
the children's food.

“The gratitude of the Russians for the
American help is overwhelming., Even more
to them than the materin]l aid is the love
and symputhy which prompted it. Huw
dreds nre watehing in enrer hope for the
continping of the work, Millions will per-
ish this winter in Russia without Americsn
Yelp,  Here is a committes which may be
taken as a type of American national in-
tervention in Russin this winter—an inter-
vention of protected relief” °




